
Good Lessons 
from

Bad Examples

Robyn Huck
CCEF National Conference 2018



When was the last time you 
learned a good lesson?



What would you consider 
a bad example?













Purposes for using 
“bad” examples

• Discovering we are like them
• Learning discernment
• Increasing in awe of God
• Growing in thanks for Christ 



Wisdom literature
Proverbs
Ecclesiastes
Job



The doctrine 
of the two paths

Psalm 1
Proverbs 1:1-7, 2:1-12



Self preservation

Living well as one 
who belongs to 

God

Worldly wisdom

Godly wisdom



Participation in the
divine nature

Christological wisdom



Christological wisdom

1 Corinthians 1:18-30
James 3:13-18  



“Wisdom in Scripture 
is always set off against 

its nemesis—folly. 
Both voices call to us.”

- Daniel Ebert



“One is always in danger
of misinterpreting 

the biblical material or, 
having interpreted well, 

of denying the confession 
in life.”

- Daniel Ebert



Current 
you

Future
you

Student of wisdom



Current 
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Future
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Sources of 
wisdom lessons

• Hearing or reading
• Witnessing others 
• Personal experience
• Divine teaching



Counseling trajectory

Hear the summary
Zoom in for the details

Pull out for the big picture
Retell the summary



Scripture use trajectory

Describe the context
Read or retell the story

Explain cultural differences
Highlight pertinent parts

Draw out wisdom & connect



Ripple effect



The Goal: 
To embrace 

living as a student 
under God’s tutelage, 

humbly desiring to 
learn Christological 

wisdom. 
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