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Articles

How Movements Can Undermine Churches and Hurt Their Own Cause

A Conflict of Visions: Comparing Rick Warren’s SBC Speech and Juan Sanchez’s Convention Sermon

In Praise of the Boring Uneool Church
No Hand But His Ever Holds the Shears
Lessons Learned Through Grief

Grief Should Always Make Us Better

Articles on Suffering by Tim Challies

Watch Your (Knowledge) Diet in the Covid-19 Crisis

Navigating Different COVID-19 Recovery Convictions

ATG4 2020 Sermon: What Is and Isn't the Gospel

8 Things the Coronavirus Should Teach Us

What the Early Church Can Teach Us About the Coronavirus
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Living Scripture

Conference Audio

Christian growth catches fire
where life and Scripture meet.

We change when, in the midst of our
day-to-day joys, sorrows, sufferings, and
sins, we encounter Jesus Christ
through his Word and find his grace and
mercy for our time of need.

Conference Audios available on our
website.




YOU CAN TRUST GOD'S WORD
PT. 3

|l Peter 1:16-21




YOU CAN TRUST GOD'S WORD PT. 3

Il PETER 1:16-21

I. What you have been given is precious and is under attack. v. 12
The gospel is sufficient. Stay focused there!
The gospel has been lived. Live it now!

1. Can you articulate the gospel?

2. Are you conscious of how that gospel affects each moment of each day of
your life?

3. Can you identify other gospels that daily threaten the gospel?

False teaching is only dangerous because you WANT it. It feeds some
need/desire causing you to drift away from living the words you SAY you
believe to follow similar teaching that gives you what you value more than
God’s provision through Christ to bring glory to Himself through your building
His kingdom instead of yours.
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Il PETER 1:16-21

I. What you have been given is precious and is under attack. v. 12
The gospel is sufficient. Stay focused there!
The gospel has been lived. Live it now!

False teaching is only dangerous because you WANT it. It feeds some
heed/desire causing you to drift away from living the words you SAY you
believe to follow similar teaching that gives you what you value more
than God’s provision through Christ to bring glory to Himself through
your building His kingdom instead of yours.

IIl. Time is Short. vv. 13-14
Ill. Maintain gospel-driven life for the rest of your life. v. 15
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Il PETER 1:16-21

You can trust God's Word
I. There are trustworthy witnesses testifying God’s actions in

history. vv. 16-18
God has given trustworthy witness of what is to come.
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Il PETER 1:16-21

‘But immediately after the tribulation of those days THE SUN WILL BE DARKENED,
AND THE MOON WILL NOT GIVE ITS LIGHT, AND THE STARS WILL FALL from the
sky, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 30 “And then the sign of the
Son of Man will appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn,

and they will see the SON OF MAN COMING ON THE CLOUDS OF THE SKY
with power and great glory. 31 “And He will send forth His angels with A
GREAT TRUMPET and THEY WILL GATHER TOGETHER His elect from the four
winds, from one end of the sky to the other. Matthew 24:29-31

“But when the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the angels with Him,
then He will sit on His glorious throne. 32 “All the nations will be gathered
before Him; and He will separate them from one another, as the shepherd
separates the sheep from the goats; Matthew 25:31-32

New American Standard Bible : 1995 update. 1995. LaHabra, CA: The Lockman Foundation.
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Il PETER 1:16-21

You can trust God's Word
I. There are trustworthy witnesses testifying God’s actions in

history. vv. 16-18
God has given trustworthy witness of what is to come.
God has given credible witnesses to His redemptive activity.
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Il PETER 1:16-21

“Truly | say to you, there are some of those who are standing here who
will not taste death until they see the Son of Man coming in His
kingdom.”

Matthew 16:28

And Jesus was saying to them, “Truly | say to you, there are some of
those who are standing here who will not taste death until they see the
kingdom of God after it has come with power.”

Mark 9:1

New American Standard Bible : 1995 update. 1995. LaHabra, CA: The Lockman Foundation.



YOU CAN TRUST GOD'S WORD PT. 3

Il PETER 1:16-21

You can trust God's Word
I. There are trustworthy witnesses testifying God’s actions in
history. vv. 16-18
God has given trustworthy witness of what is to come.
God has given credible witnesses to His redemptive activity.
Il. There are trustworthy messengers testifying to the veracity,

perspicuity, and sufficiency of God’s word. vv. 19-21
Scripture IS God’s Word.
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Il PETER 1:16-21

Paul, a bond-servant of Christ Jesus, called as an apostle, set apart for the
gospel of God, 2 which He promised beforehand through His prophets in the
holy Scriptures, 3 concerning His Son, who was born of a descendant of
David according to the flesh, 4 who was declared the Son of God with power
by the resurrection from the dead, according to the Spirit of holiness, Jesus
Christ our Lord, 5 through whom we have received grace and apostleship to
bring about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for His name’s
sake,

Romans 1:1-5

New American Standard Bible : 1995 update. 1995. LaHabra, CA: The Lockman Foundation.



YOU CAN TRUST GOD'S WORD PT. 3

Il PETER 1:16-21

You can trust God's Word
I. There are trustworthy witnesses testifying God’s actions in
history. vv. 16-18
God has given trustworthy witness of what is to come.
God has given credible witnesses to His redemptive activity.
Il. There are trustworthy messengers testifying to the veracity,

perspicuity, and sufficiency of God’s word. vv. 19-21
Scripture IS God’s Word.
Live God’s Word.
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Il PETER 1:16-21

Can you think of hindrances to paying attention to God’s Word this way?
= Don’t see it

= | see another Light (lost in the descriptive words)

= Settling for less than transcendency

" Own finite minds limiting

= Cultural/political rubric instead of God’s own withess

" Looks like following God but missing God who is beyond our own loves & agendas
= We are the “gods” through who’s lens we interpret the Word

" Failing to see greatness & goodness of God in revealing Himself to us at all Rom 1
" Don’t love God enough to see supremacy of Christ. ~Heb.12:1-2

= Sloppy with listening, interpreting and not thinking deeper about context of these
words
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Il PETER 1:16-21

We must not in practice deny our allegiance to the authority of the
Word of God by saying we believe it while continuing to live according
to what is right in our own eyes.

Burk Parsons
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Il PETER 1:16-21

Can you think of dangers of focusing too much on either the divine or human
writing of Scripture?

m Djvine:

= See power of God to work in individual lives
= Head covering

= Perhaps not relate to Scripture

= Human:

= Can discount the writer’s opinion as opinion
= Forget God used people

= Pick and choose what you want
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Il PETER 1:16-21

But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for
they are foolishness to him; and he cannot understand them, because
they are spiritually appraised.

1 Corinthians 2:14

New American Standard Bible : 1995 update. 1995. LaHabra, CA: The Lockman Foundation.
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Il PETER 1:16-21

But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for
they are foolishness to him; and he cannot understand them, because
they are spiritually appraised.

1 Corinthians 2:14

“Evidence without the work of the Spirit, sought through prayer and the
Word, will be of no use; but a refusal to appeal to evidence flies in the
face of both the historical nature of revelation and the withess of the
early Christians themselves.”

Douglas Moo

New American Standard Bible : 1995 update. 1995. LaHabra, CA: The Lockman Foundation.
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Il PETER 1:16-21

But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they
are foolishness to him; and he cannot understand them, because they are
spiritually appraised. 1 Corinthians 2:14

“Evidence without the work of the Spirit, sought through prayer and the
Word, will be of no use; but a refusal to appeal to evidence flies in the
face of both the historical nature of revelation and the withess of the
early Christians themselves.” Douglas Moo

The authority of Scripture is greater than the comprehension of the
whole of man’s reason.

Martin Luther

New American Standard Bible : 1995 update. 1995. LaHabra, CA: The Lockman Foundation.
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Il PETER 1:16-21

“l see him, but not now; | behold him, but not near; A star shall come
forth from Jacob, A scepter shall rise from Israel, And shall crush
through the forehead of Moab, And tear down all the sons of Sheth.

Numbers 24:17

New American Standard Bible : 1995 update. 1995. LaHabra, CA: The Lockman Foundation.
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“l see him, but not now; | behold him, but not near; A star shall come forth
from Jacob, A scepter shall rise from Israel, And shall crush through the
forehead of Moab, And tear down all the sons of Sheth.

Numbers 24:17

“1, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these things for the
churches. | am the root and the descendant of David, the bright
morning star.”

Revelation 22:16

New American Standard Bible : 1995 update. 1995. LaHabra, CA: The Lockman Foundation.
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Il PETER 1:16-21

We are pay attention to God’s Word, trusting the witnesses He has given us in a way that
focuses on rightly interpreting and living God’s Word with an eye to the Day of the Lord. How

should this affect us? How might this be different than how we live or approach God’s
Word?

= [ntentionally in communion with God

= Keep us from living without hope (i.e. Bogged down by sin or circumstance) by
making us look beyond (frees from stuck or disappointment)

= Keep us from merely looking to scripture to solve problems or to give “blessing
for today”

= This focuses on what happens after this life is over - beyond today and our life
and this world

= Fuels perseverance by giving joy Heb. 12:1-3
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