
Do You Have One? 

Acts 26:1-23, Sunday AM, February 12, 2023 

Prelude –  Scripture: Acts 25:23-26:23 So, on the next day when Agrippa came together with Bernice amid great pomp, and entered the auditorium accompanied by the commanders and the prominent men of the city, at the command of Festus, Paul 

was brought in. 24 Festus said, “King Agrippa, and all you gentlemen here present with us, you see this man about whom all the people of the Jews appealed to me, both at Jerusalem and here, loudly declaring that he ought not to live any longer. 25 “But I found that he had committed 

nothing worthy of death; and since he himself appealed to the Emperor, I decided to send him. 26 “Yet I have nothing definite about him to write to my lord. Therefore I have brought him before you all and especially before you, King Agrippa, so that after the investigation has taken 

place, I may have something to write. 27 “For it seems absurd to me in sending a prisoner, not to indicate also the charges against him.” 1 Agrippa said to Paul, “You are permitted to speak for yourself.” Then Paul stretched out his hand and proceeded to make his defense: 2 “In regard to 

all the things of which I am accused by the Jews, I consider myself fortunate, King Agrippa, that I am about to make my defense before you today; 3 especially because you are an expert in all customs and questions among the Jews; therefore I beg you to listen to me patiently. 4 “So then, 

all Jews know my manner of life from my youth up, which from the beginning was spent among my own nation and at Jerusalem; 5 since they have known about me for a long time, if they are willing to testify, that I lived as a Pharisee according to the strictest sect of our religion. 6 “And 

now I am standing trial for the hope of the promise made by God to our fathers; 7 the promise to which our twelve tribes hope to attain, as they earnestly serve God night and day. And for this hope, O King, I am being accused by Jews. 8 “Why is it considered incredible among you 

people if God does raise the dead? 9 “So then, I thought to myself that I had to do many things hostile to the name of Jesus of Nazareth. 10 “And this is just what I did in Jerusalem; not only did I lock up many of the saints in prisons, having received authority from the chief priests, but 

also when they were being put to death I cast my vote against them. 11 “And as I punished them often in all the synagogues, I tried to force them to blaspheme; and being furiously enraged at them, I kept pursuing them even to foreign cities. 12 “While so engaged as I was journeying to 

Damascus with the authority and commission of the chief priests, 13 at midday, O King, I saw on the way a light from heaven, brighter than the sun, shining all around me and those who were journeying with me. 14 “And when we had all fallen to the ground, I heard a voice saying to me 

in the Hebrew dialect, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me? It is hard for you to kick against the goads.’ 15 “And I said, ‘Who are You, Lord?’ And the Lord said, ‘I am Jesus whom you are persecuting. 16 ‘But get up and stand on your feet; for this purpose I have appeared to you, to 

appoint you a minister and a witness not only to the things which you have seen, but also to the things in which I will appear to you; 17 rescuing you from the Jewish people and from the Gentiles, to whom I am sending you, 18 to open their eyes so that they may turn from darkness to light 

and from the dominion of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who have been sanctified by faith in Me.’ 19 “So, King Agrippa, I did not prove disobedient to the heavenly vision, 20 but kept declaring both to those of Damascus first, and 

also at Jerusalem and then throughout all the region of Judea, and even to the Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to God, performing deeds appropriate to repentance. 21 “For this reason some Jews seized me in the temple and tried to put me to death. 22 “So, having obtained help 

from God, I stand to this day testifying both to small and great, stating nothing but what the Prophets and Moses said was going to take place; 23 that the Christ was to suffer, and that by reason of His resurrection from the dead He would be the first to proclaim light both to the Jewish 

people and to the Gentiles.”  

Remember the blur of the last 5 chapters—from the encouragement of the believers in Jerusalem to the tension because of 

believers with zeal but an incomplete gospel.  Remember the riots of the Jewish people based on half-truths and misunderstanding.  

Remember the rough but life-saving care of the Roman commander and the role of Paul’s nephew in protecting him.  Then it was 

Felix, Festus, and now, Herod Agrippa 2 and his half-sister Bernice.  The character of these leaders has not been very 

encouraging, but through each trial, Paul spoke confidently.  He began with truth to refute lies as he does today.  “In regard to all the 

things of which I am accused by the Jews, I consider myself fortunate, King Agrippa, that I am about to make my defense before you today; 3 

especially because you are an expert in all customs and questions among the Jews; therefore I beg you to listen to me patiently. But then, in 

each case, he goes on to elaborate on the very thing that keeps getting him in trouble.  With the Jewish religious leaders, I am on 

trial for the hope and resurrection of the dead!  He reiterates this to Felix, and today before Festus, King Agrippa, and all the other 

important people, he says, 6 “And now I am standing trial for the hope of the promise made by God to our fathers; 7 the promise to which our 

twelve tribes hope to attain, as they earnestly serve God night and day.  Why? because this is both the mission assigned him by God 

AND the hope that makes his mission unstoppable.  Paul’s heritage led him to persecute the Christ-followers to defend the God of 

Abraham.  But confronted by that God, yea, by the ascended Jesus Himself, Paul repented of His grave sin against God.  God 

mercifully opened His eyes to the history of God’s people leading to the coming, life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, backing up 

Christ’s claims and proving the trustworthiness of God’s Word.  If He has opened your eyes, you too are children of Abraham.  

Praise God for this godly heritage and His work of redemption.   

*Hymn #34:  The God of Abraham Praise 

What stopped Paul on that road to Damascus?  Not merely the history of God’s people or his scholarly understanding of the Old 

Testament which were both necessary and praiseworthy, but he was confronted with God Himself.  In the face of tearing apart 

God’s work by trampling on Christ and destroying His followers, God reached out to redeem Paul and prepare him for His 

service.  Worship the love of God.   

*Hymn #211:  O the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus  *Pastoral Prayer: Pastor Jahn  Choir:  Flee as a Bird  Scripture: 2 Corinthians 

5:6–21(NASB95) Therefore, being always of good courage, and knowing that while we are at home in the body we are absent from the Lord— 7 for we walk by faith, not by sight— 8 we are of good courage, I say, and prefer rather to be absent from the body and to be at home 

with the Lord. 9 Therefore we also have as our ambition, whether at home or absent, to be pleasing to Him. 10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad. 11 

Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade men, but we are made manifest to God; and I hope that we are made manifest also in your consciences. 12 We are not again commending ourselves to you but are giving you an occasion to be proud of us, so that you will have an 

answer for those who take pride in appearance and not in heart. 13 For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are of sound mind, it is for you. 14 For the love of Christ controls us, having concluded this, that one died for all, therefore all died; 15 and He died for all, so that they who 

live might no longer live for themselves, but for Him who died and rose again on their behalf. 16 Therefore from now on we recognize no one according to the flesh; even though we have known Christ according to the flesh, yet now we know Him in this way no longer. 17 Therefore if 

anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come. 18 Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation, 19 namely, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to 

Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and He has committed to us the word of reconciliation. 20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were making an appeal through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21 He made Him who knew 

no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.  

Offering:    *Doxology:  

Imagine being in the room today with Paul.  Imagine being so caught up by Paul’s testimony that you lose sight of all the 

“important people” and the possible dreadful consequences of this trial and hear the reason for Paul’s confidence.  Listen to him 

describe the mercy of God not only in saving him from the wrath he deserved, but in calling him to deliver that same message of 

reconciliation 18 to open their eyes so that they may turn from darkness to light and from the dominion of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of 

sins and an inheritance among those who have been sanctified by faith in Me.’ Sing and respond to this marvelous gospel. 

*Hymn (Powerpoint): The Precious Blood 

You need God’s help for many things.  The choir sang David’s words from Psalm 11—Flee as a Bird to your mountain.  David 

wasn’t safe, but instead of running, he proclaimed God as His refuge.  And so Paul, instead of running, with God’s help, he not 

only proclaimed his innocence, but faithfully continued to give the message entrusted him. 22 “So, having obtained help from God, I 

stand to this day testifying both to small and great, stating nothing but what the Prophets and Moses said was going to take place; 23 that the 

Christ was to suffer, and that by reason of His resurrection from the dead He would be the first to proclaim light both to the Jewish people and 

to the Gentiles.” This is YOUR mission as well.  Think on your testimony and mission as pastor preaches.  It all starts with this 

understanding of the gospel.   

*Hymn (Powerpoint): Complete in Thee 

Message: Do You Have One? Acts 26:1-23  *Hymn #300:  I’ll Tell the World that I’m a Christian   Prayer   


