
Bible Translation

in Chad

the Walters



What we’ll cover

Who we are

What we do, where, with whom

Our first term (France, Chad)

HMA plans

Plans for return to the work in Chad



Who we are

Josiah & Miriam

Titus, Esther, Katharina,
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Who we are

Josiah & Miriam both grew up in Niger, 
just to the west of Chad

Niger
Chad



Who we are

Josiah & Miriam both grew up in Niger, 
just to the west of Chad



Who we are

Josiah & Miriam both grew up in Niger, 
just to the west of Chad



What we do

The focus of our work is Bible translation for 
the Dazagara/Goran









Luke 1.22-23



Translation

There are doubtless many different languages in the 
world, and none is without meaning, but if I do not know 
the meaning of the language, I will be a foreigner to the 
speaker and the speaker a foreigner to me. So with 
yourselves, since you are eager for manifestations of the 
Spirit, strive to excel in building up the church.

1 Corinthians 14.10-12 (ESV)

‘… in our own tongues the mighty works of God.’

Acts 2.11 (ESV)



What we do

We also work with a local
education center through
Service au Sahel



Our first term

2019-2022



French Language Study



French study

From 2019-2020, we spent a 
year and several months in 
French language study.



French study

Border closings due to Covid
resulted in us extending our 
time in France by five months.

This meant that Josiah was 
able to complete level C1 and 
Miriam level B2, both above 
our initial expectations.



French study

French study was a lot 
of work, but we were 
encouraged to see 
steady progress.



French study

Our kids also made 
quick progress with 
French.

Though adapting from 
American 
homeschooling to 
French public school 
was difficult at first …



French study

… they made quick 
progress in French, 
made friends, and 
ended up loving 
school.



French study

Finally, in 
August of 
2020, borders 
reopened, and 
we were able 
to plan our 
move to Chad 
for October 
2020.



Chad



N’Djamena

We spent the 
first six months 
in Chad in the 
capital city of 
N’Djamena.

We got long 
term visas and 
other 
paperwork.

We studied 
Chadian Arabic.

We started 
adapting to 
language, 
culture, climate.



N’Djamena

House & kitchen



N’Djamena

Homeschool



N’Djamena

Interior ‘design’



Moussoro

May 2021,
house hunting 



Moussoro

Moving truck



Moussoro

Solar install



Moussoro

The road



Moussoro

The road



Moussoro

Hot season



Moussoro

Rainy season



Moussoro

The team



Moussoro

Local church

Églises Évangéliques du Tchad

Église Locale de Moussoro



Moussoro

Local church



Language
Learning

Sharing the 
gospel

Bible translation



Languages

Dazaga, French
Hebrew, Greek
(French, Arabic, others)

Translation

Family

English
(French)

Neighbors Government

Church Colleagues Market/Taxi

Dazaga
(French, Arabic)

French

French
(Arabic)

English, French Dazaga, Arabic
(French)



Relationships

Friends, neighbors, 
contacts

Local church



Education

Service au Sahel



Language 
Development



HMA Plans
Birth of baby boy
Our baby boy is due to be 

born in late July.

Especially after Cecily’s death, 

we were counseled to return 

to the States for this birth.

So far, Miriam and the baby 

are both in good health.



HMA Plans
Birth of baby boy

Visit family
We haven’t seen most of our 

families since 2018.

Miriam’s father experienced a 

number of health issues 

during our time away.



HMA Plans
Birth of baby boy

Visit family

Visit partners
We’re one part of a larger 

team of churches, friends, and 

family who have sent us out 

and who pray for us and give 

financially to make our work 

possible.



What’s your role?

How then will they call on him in whom they have 
not believed? And how are they to believe in him of 
whom they have never heard? And how are they to 
hear without someone preaching? And how are 
they to preach unless they are sent?

Romans 10.14-15 (ESV)



What’s your role?

How then will they call on him in whom they have 
not believed? And how are they to believe in him of 
whom they have never heard? And how are they to 
hear without someone preaching? And how are 
they to preach unless they are sent?

Romans 10.14-15 (ESV)

send

preach

hear

believe

call on

You

We

They

They

They

us.

the gospel to them.

the preaching of the gospel.

in Jesus Christ.

upon the Lord and are saved.



What’s your role?

‘strive together with me in your prayers to God on 
my behalf’

Romans 15.30 (ESV)

‘in the beginning of the gospel, when I left 
Macedonia, no church entered into partnership
with me in giving and receiving, except you only’

Philippians 4.15 (ESV)



What’s your role?

You will do well to send them on their journey in a 
manner worthy of God. For they have gone out for 
the sake of the name, accepting nothing from the 
Gentiles. Therefore we ought to support people like 
these, that we may be fellow workers for the truth.

3 John 6-8 (ESV)



HMA Plans
Birth of baby boy

Visit family

Visit partners
We’re one part of a larger 

team of churches, friends, and 

family who have sent us out 

and who pray for us and give 

financially to make our work 

possible.



HMA Plans
Birth of baby boy

Visit family

Visit partners

Rest
Being out of Chad allows us to 

rest and rejuvenate as well as 

do things we can’t do in Chad: 

go on family walks, worship 

with our home church (in 

English!), cycling, etc.



HMA Plans
Birth of baby boy

Visit family

Visit partners

Rest

Admin / Tasks
During our home assignment, 
we take care of things like 
medical checkups, debrief 
meetings, etc.



Return to Chad
When
Lord willing, we will return to 

Chad in late March or early 

April of 2023.



Return to Chad
Where
Our plan is to return to 

Moussoro to rejoin our 

colleagues, friends, and 

neighbors there.



Return to Chad
What
We plan to continue with 

Dazaga language learning.

Once Josiah finishes Phase 4 

(out of 5) of our planned 

language learning, he plans to 

begin with the adaptation and 

publication into our local 

dialect of an existing Dazaga

translation of the Gospel of 

Luke.



Questions

Role of senders

Our background

Our family

Translation

Life in Chad

Learning French

Dazagara/Goran

Future plans
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