
The Next Step 

Acts 25:1-12, Sunday AM, January 29, 2023 

Prelude –  Scripture: Acts 24:24-25:12 But some days later Felix arrived with Drusilla, his wife who was a Jewess, and sent for Paul and heard him speak about faith in Christ Jesus. 25 But as he was discussing righteousness, self-control and the 

judgment to come, Felix became frightened and said, “Go away for the present, and when I find time I will summon you.” 26 At the same time too, he was hoping that money would be given him by Paul; therefore he also used to send for him quite often and converse with him. 27 But after 

two years had passed, Felix was succeeded by Porcius Festus, and wishing to do the Jews a favor, Felix left Paul imprisoned.  1 Festus then, having arrived in the province, three days later went up to Jerusalem from Caesarea. 2 And the chief priests and the leading men of the Jews 

brought charges against Paul, and they were urging him, 3 requesting a concession against Paul, that he might have him brought to Jerusalem (at the same time, setting an ambush to kill him on the way). 4 Festus then answered that Paul was being kept in custody at Caesarea and that he 

himself was about to leave shortly. 5 “Therefore,” he said, “let the influential men among you go there with me, and if there is anything wrong about the man, let them prosecute him.” 6 After he had spent not more than eight or ten days among them, he went down to Caesarea, and on the 

next day he took his seat on the tribunal and ordered Paul to be brought. 7 After Paul arrived, the Jews who had come down from Jerusalem stood around him, bringing many and serious charges against him which they could not prove, 8 while Paul said in his own defense, “I have 

committed no offense either against the Law of the Jews or against the temple or against Caesar.” 9 But Festus, wishing to do the Jews a favor, answered Paul and said, “Are you willing to go up to Jerusalem and stand trial before me on these charges?” 10 But Paul said, “I am standing 

before Caesar’s tribunal, where I ought to be tried. I have done no wrong to the Jews, as you also very well know. 11 “If, then, I am a wrongdoer and have committed anything worthy of death, I do not refuse to die; but if none of those things is true of which these men accuse me, no one 

can hand me over to them. I appeal to Caesar.” 12 Then when Festus had conferred with his council, he answered, “You have appealed to Caesar, to Caesar you shall go.”  

I am on trial for the hope and resurrection of the dead!  What a testimony to have to give!  But what a reception Paul has had since 

Jerusalem as we’ve gone from one hostile crowd to the next.  Falsely attacked and in constant danger, it would be easy to be on 

the defensive, to feel the hope you professed slip away, tired of the emotional roller coaster that comes from caring.  On top of 

this, there are long periods of waiting.  Waiting for what? “The right time,” according to Felix.  “For the commander to come and 

charge him.”  My wife wants to hear you—defend yourself again.  And what does Paul do?  He speaks of faith in Christ—of 

righteousness, self-control, and the judgment to come.  Oo watch out, Paul.  You frightened Felix.  That’s not good.  Go away for 

the present, and when I find time I will summon you.  This lasted for two years, broken up by numerous talks with Felix.  What a waste 

of two years.  That depends on what determines life.  Remember some of Paul’s first words to Felix? I . . . do my best to maintain 

always a blameless conscience both before God and before men.  My life matters.  So I seek to act in a way pleasing to God.  This does 

not merely lead to crossing your fingers and hoping for the best, it means a freedom to continue to live and seek the best path 

forward for the kingdom of God regardless of the circumstances.  There is always more to learn about God and His ways resulting 

in worship as you acknowledge His presence and promises.  There are always more people to care for in Jesus’ name so THEY 

will see the glory of God through you.  To faithfully continue this way, you must see the faithfulness of God.  Sing the gospel 

from God’s perspective.  Sing the glory of the cross.  What love, sacrifice, planning, to not only redeem, but to give that message 

through us to other rebels.  God can/does/will use you and me to proclaim His glory through our lives.  Sing the glory of the cross. 

*Hymn (Powerpoint):  The Glory of the Cross 

Today, a new guy, Porcius Festus.  He retraces Paul’s steps and goes from Caesarea to Jerusalem where the religious leaders 

welcome him to his new office by seeking to destroy Paul with the same junk he had endured the last two years including a new 

plot to kill him.  What do you do?  You look to the God who gives hope promising even the resurrection of the dead.  Here is an 

song we haven’t sung in years.  Pray this prayer.  You need this!  

*Hymn #330 (Red): Fill All My Vision   

*Pastoral Prayer: Pastor Jahn  Choir:  O Great God 

Scripture: 2 Corinthians 5:14–6:10 For the love of Christ controls us, having concluded this, that one died for all, therefore all died; 15 and He died for all, so that they who live might no longer live for themselves, but for Him who died and rose 

again on their behalf. 16 Therefore from now on we recognize no one according to the flesh; even though we have known Christ according to the flesh, yet now we know Him in this way no longer. 17 Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, 

new things have come. 18 Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation, 19 namely, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and He has committed to 

us the word of reconciliation. 20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were making an appeal through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of 

God in Him. 1 And working together with Him, we also urge you not to receive the grace of God in vain— 2 for He says, “AT THE ACCEPTABLE TIME I LISTENED TO YOU, AND ON THE DAY OF SALVATION I HELPED YOU.” Behold, now is “THE ACCEPTABLE TIME,” behold, now is “THE DAY 

OF SALVATION”— 3 giving no cause for offense in anything, so that the ministry will not be discredited, 4 but in everything commending ourselves as servants of God, in much endurance, in afflictions, in hardships, in distresses, 5 in beatings, in imprisonments, in tumults, in labors, in 

sleeplessness, in hunger, 6 in purity, in knowledge, in patience, in kindness, in the Holy Spirit, in genuine love, 7 in the word of truth, in the power of God; by the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and the left, 8 by glory and dishonor, by evil report and good report; regarded as 

deceivers and yet true; 9 as unknown yet well-known, as dying yet behold, we live; as punished yet not put to death, 10 as sorrowful yet always rejoicing, as poor yet making many rich, as having nothing yet possessing all things.  

Offering:    *Doxology:  

One more trial, the same accusations, and Paul gives the same response.  He is confident, not only because he is telling the truth 

and has done nothing deserving of death or imprisonment, but because he treasures fellowship with God—the fellowship which 

not only makes him morally exemplary, but also the fellowship which reminds you that He sees, He knows, He rules, and He 

cares, and He is powerfully working all things after the counsel of His good will.  Sing this hope of daily fellowship and life.  

*Hymn #56:  Day by Day 

They won’t back down!  11 “If, then, I am a wrongdoer and have committed anything worthy of death, I do not refuse to die; but if none of those things is 

true of which these men accuse me, no one can hand me over to them. I appeal to Caesar.”  Rome?  This will get you away from these Jews, but is 

it wise to trust the highest court of Rome?  Are they your friends, Paul?  He doesn’t know.  He DOES know God told him he 

would testify of Jesus in Rome.  Though perhaps not the way he would have like to go, this seems to be the next step away from 

Caesarea to get to Rome.  There is a job, a commission to be filled and the love of Christ controlled/drove him.  He was dead to 

himself, living now for the One who died and rose again on his behalf.  He was a servant of God, faithful through pain and 

injustice, living the good character of God, confident in the provision he would receive from the Holy Spirit to accomplish the 

Father’s will.  As pastor prepares to preach, bow before the gracious God who bought you and ask for all needed to fulfill His 

mission for you.   

*Hymn (Powerpoint):  Before You I Kneel (A Worker’s Prayer) 

Message: The Next Step Acts 25:1-12                  *Hymn #376:  I Have Decided to Follow Jesus                         Prayer   


