
Don’t Delay! 

Acts 24:24-27, Sunday AM, January 22, 2023 

Prelude –  Scripture: Acts 24:1-27 After five days the high priest Ananias came down with some elders, with an attorney named Tertullus, and they brought charges to the governor against Paul. 2 After Paul had been summoned, Tertullus began to accuse 

him, saying to the governor, “Since we have through you attained much peace, and since by your providence reforms are being carried out for this nation, 3 we acknowledge this in every way and everywhere, most excellent Felix, with all thankfulness. 4 “But, that I may not weary you 

any further, I beg you to grant us, by your kindness, a brief hearing. 5 “For we have found this man a real pest and a fellow who stirs up dissension among all the Jews throughout the world, and a ringleader of the sect of the Nazarenes. 6 “And he even tried to desecrate the temple; and 

then we arrested him. We wanted to judge him according to our own Law. 7 “But Lysias the commander came along, and with much violence took him out of our hands, 8 ordering his accusers to come before you. By examining him yourself concerning all these matters you will be able 

to ascertain the things of which we accuse him.” 9 The Jews also joined in the attack, asserting that these things were so. 10 When the governor had nodded for him to speak, Paul responded: “Knowing that for many years you have been a judge to this nation, I cheerfully make my 

defense, 11 since you can take note of the fact that no more than twelve days ago I went up to Jerusalem to worship. 12 “Neither in the temple, nor in the synagogues, nor in the city itself did they find me carrying on a discussion with anyone or causing a riot. 13 “Nor can they prove to you 

the charges of which they now accuse me. 14 “But this I admit to you, that according to the Way which they call a sect I do serve the God of our fathers, believing everything that is in accordance with the Law and that is written in the Prophets; 15 having a hope in God, which these men 

cherish themselves, that there shall certainly be a resurrection of both the righteous and the wicked. 16 “In view of this, I also do my best to maintain always a blameless conscience both before God and before men. 17 “Now after several years I came to bring alms to my nation and to 

present offerings; 18 in which they found me occupied in the temple, having been purified, without any crowd or uproar. But there were some Jews from Asia— 19 who ought to have been present before you and to make accusation, if they should have anything against me. 20 “Or else let 

these men themselves tell what misdeed they found when I stood before the Council, 21 other than for this one statement which I shouted out while standing among them, ‘For the resurrection of the dead I am on trial before you today.’ ” 22 But Felix, having a more exact knowledge about 

the Way, put them off, saying, “When Lysias the commander comes down, I will decide your case.” 23 Then he gave orders to the centurion for him to be kept in custody and yet have some freedom, and not to prevent any of his friends from ministering to him. 24 But some days later Felix 

arrived with Drusilla, his wife who was a Jewess, and sent for Paul and heard him speak about faith in Christ Jesus. 25 But as he was discussing righteousness, self-control and the judgment to come, Felix became frightened and said, “Go away for the present, and when I find time I will 

summon you.” 26 At the same time too, he was hoping that money would be given him by Paul; therefore he also used to send for him quite often and converse with him. 27 But after two years had passed, Felix was succeeded by Porcius Festus, and wishing to do the Jews a favor, Felix 

left Paul imprisoned.  

So we’ve traveled—away from the angry Jews and religious leaders in Jerusalem, coming by night to Antipatris, then on to 

Caesarea where Paul was kept in custody at Herod’s Praetorium for five days until Ananias the high priest once again could 

accuse him.  This time, however, he came with an attorney named Tertullus who butters up governor Felix and then uses colorful 

words to charge Paul.  He’s a pest, stirs up dissension, ringleader of sect, and he tried to desecrate the temple.  We wouldn’t have 

even bothered you with this—our Law would have taken care of this, but your commander violently took him from us—if you 

check him out, you will find all this true.  If you are Paul, what hope do you have?  The deck is stacked against you.  But Paul 

defended himself with facts. 12 “Neither in the temple, nor in the synagogues, nor in the city itself did they find me carrying on a discussion with anyone 

or causing a riot. 13 “Nor can they prove to you the charges of which they now accuse me. But he doesn’t STAY here.  He moves on and gives the 

gospel. 14 “But this I admit to you, that according to the Way which they call a sect I do serve the God of our fathers, believing everything that is in 

accordance with the Law and that is written in the Prophets; 15 having a hope in God, which these men cherish themselves, that there shall certainly be a 

resurrection of both the righteous and the wicked. This gospel of hope in God is not merely the one Paul gives, it is the gospel Paul lives! 16 

“In view of this, I also do my best to maintain always a blameless conscience both before God and before men. My actions matter.  My life matters.  

So I seek to act before God and man in a way pleasing to God.  Does your faith in God make you constantly aware of both your 

position before Him and your mission to give Him glory even in the face of those who don’t?  And what does God give to those 

who look to Him that makes that position secure and the mission possible?  His faithful love gives what is needed for faithful 

obedience.  You are saved to know and then to show and tell this love.   

*Hymn (Powerpoint):  Lovingkindness 

Felix doesn’t quite buy their charges against Paul because he knew more about “The Way”—Yay!  They didn’t win, and Paul’s 

given more freedom and care even though he was in custody.  Paul not only gave the gospel when being charged, he does it again 

when Felix brings his Jewish wife to hear him.  And what does this gospel message include?  Righteousness, self-control, and 

judgment to come.  Do you include these topics when giving the gospel?  Do you like hearing these topics?  If you feel bored in 

here OR uncomfortable, be careful about walking away thinking you are okay.  The gospel constantly draws lines and forces 

decisions because being reconciled to a holy God means that we can’t be unholy AND comfortable.  One I read this week said that 

if you can’t say Amen in church, you should say Ouch.  Sing the gospel’s line and respond with worship. 

*Hymn #185:  When I Survey  *Pastoral Prayer: Pastor Jahn  Choir:  Beulah Land  Scripture: Psalm 95 O come, let us sing for joy to the LORD, Let us 

shout joyfully to the rock of our salvation. 2 Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving, Let us shout joyfully to Him with psalms. 3 For the LORD is a great God And a great King above all gods, 4 In whose hand are the depths of 

the earth, The peaks of the mountains are His also. 5 The sea is His, for it was He who made it, And His hands formed the dry land. 6 Come, let us worship and bow down, Let us kneel before the LORD our Maker. 7 For He is our God, And 

we are the people of His pasture and the sheep of His hand. Today, if you would hear His voice, 8 Do not harden your hearts, as at Meribah, As in the day of Massah in the wilderness, 9 “When your fathers tested Me, They tried Me, though 

they had seen My work. 10 “For forty years I loathed that generation, And said they are a people who err in their heart, And they do not know My ways. 11 “Therefore I swore in My anger, Truly they shall not enter into My rest.”  

Offering:    *Doxology:  

So how does Felix respond?  He was afraid—okay, that is a proper response, but then pushed it away-- “Go away for the present, and 

when I find time I will summon you.”  Be sobered by this response, because not responding to God, to these topics of righteousness, self-

control, and the judgment to come speaks of the hardened heart which ended the beautiful beginning of Psalm 95.  Today, if you 

would hear His voice, do not harden your hearts. . . . For forty years I loathed that generation, and said they are people who err in 

their heart, and they do not know my ways.  Listen, be scared if appropriate, then come!   

*Hymn #336:  Jesus, I Come 

So our passage ends with Paul left waiting.  Two years!  Okay, I guess. Would it be okay for you?  Okay if your whole life put on 

hold or turned upside down?  Paul’s demeanor and mission don’t stop inside prison because of his focus on the living Christ, the 

powerful God we’ve been studying in II Peter 1. You see, Psalm 95 only left two options—a hard heart that did not walk in God’s 

ways, OR someOne to praise and something to do because you see God’s greatness and goodness.  Let’s fix our gaze on Christ, 

our hope in life and death as we prepare to respond to God’s word preached. 

*Hymn (Powerpoint):  Christ Our Hope in Life and Death 

Message: Don’t Delay Acts 24:24-27                  *Hymn #328:  Have You Any Room for Jesus?                         Prayer   


