
The God of Relationship Pt. 2 

II Peter 1:3-4 Prayer Meeting, Wednesday, December 21, 2022 W 

Book calling for life of godliness in face of false teaching, Right from greeting, saw assumptions we need to remember if we are truly born again; 1. Clear 

hierarchy—Simon Peter, a bond-servant of Jesus Christ, slave/master, total devotion, total identity from master! 2. Clear mission—an apostle of Jesus 

Christ, sent/task, but focus not merely on mission and authority/privileges of that mission, but the God who gives it and HIS supervision over total project; 3. 

Clear position—To those who have received a faith of the same kind as ours, belonging equally w others belonging, how can you say this and mean it when 

such gap between groups? b/c focus not on me, but on One who gave both faith and mission--by the righteousness of our God and Savior, Jesus Christ: Can 

you articulate “the faith”/good news? What is GOD’S place in that? once accept that focus NOT on you but on God, THEN can accept honor/privilege of 

being HIS servant as well as dishonor HE receives—fellowship of His sufferings; but another tie, 4. Clear blessed provision 2 Grace and peace be multiplied 

to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord; grace, peace, but focus not on well-favored, well-adjusted status that multiplies, but on the personal 

knowledge of this God and Jesus our Lord—relationship only possible through conversion; THIS what on Paul’s mind as he continues, expounds on it  I. 

Gracious Glories of God’s Calling v. 3 seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, in order to see this glories 

of God here, must think about how we view life/godliness and strip away all that is outside His view of life/ godliness; can’t see His power if can’t see His 

hand in all to give/sustain/bring about life, godliness; So life here generally existence, NOT nature, natural, THE NATURAL comes from/dependent on God; 

can’t look on life from God’s point w/o eternal life, godliness—NO eternal life w God w/o godliness—eusebia—piety—behavior reflecting correct religious 

beliefs and attitudes (Louw/Nida), what results from reverence/loyalty; behavior expected of those born again, contrasted w false teachers who were impious 

II Pet. 2:5-9; THESE gifts of life/godliness essential to exist, to live life pleasing to God come from power of God, but very specific means through which 

this power given to us; through the true knowledge of Him; what place is knowledge given that is different from where we often focus with knowledge? We 

use knowledge as means of protection, competence, identity—I know, therefore have worth) whatever truth in these, this not distant, cold, but a knowledge 

that lives inside relationship (remember gnosis—intimate word, in OT, used for sexual relationship) product of conversion--this knowledge comes from Him 

enabling us to live life pleasing to Him; see relational aspect of His power as learn/study how He brought this about; through the true knowledge of Him who 

called us by His own glory and excellence.  Called—not just invitation, effective calling—election comes from same root word—feel weight of Scripture 

behind this as focus is not on calling, but purpose for calling—Rom. 9:21-26, I Cor. 1:9, Gal. 1:15-16; I Thess. 2:12, 4:7, 5:24, I Tim. 6:12, II Tim. 1:9, now I 

Pet. 1:15, 2:9 same God who said Let their be light!, 2:21, 3:9, 5:10 How did He call us bringing about this relationship? By granting 

what is needed for us to apprehend true knowledge of Lord Jesus—who He is and what He accomplished—see this 

work as  by His own glory and excellence.  Glory—honor/weight, excellence, the virtuous acts which ARE glorious--calls us 

to share in this—His own Green, seems to focus on “intense personal interest that a benefactor takes in a project.” P. 184 see it 

from Father to Son in I Pet. 1:21, Christ received from Father in II Pet. 1:17 for His actions in bringing “many sons to glory.” 

Nisbet “To give grace to graceless soul is a work of God’s infinite power, there being so much unworthiness, guiltiness, and opposition to 

hinder that work in all the elect.” P. 224 “The very first beginnings of grace are wrought in the heart, by making a sinner drink in the 

knowledge of Christ: the law indeed prepares for this work by discovering sin and deserved wrath and terrifying the conscience, but the 

Gospel which holds out Christ the Saviour from sin and wrath, having in Him the fulness of grace, and a heart to let it out freely upon 

graceless sinners, is the Spirit’s instrument of working grace” Nisbet, pp. 224-225 ALL THIS result of demonstration of His power!  YES, 

power to come up w plan, to come to earth, to keep all pieces together against man’s intent, devil’s, to OBEY 

completely, but what is the relational part?  That we perceive Him as glorious—that His beauty captures us, THIS is miracle of 

conversion--“In other words, when Christ calls people to himself, they perceive the beauty and loveliness of his moral character.  His 

character becomes exceedingly attractive to them, and they trust God for their salvation.” Schreiner, p. 293 THIS what Paul sees when says, 

Rom. 1:4, 16; grace and peace multiplied as we believe and live in light of seeing beauty of what done; NOW, what do you 

see as the gracious glories of God’s calling so far from II Peter 1:3?  Where is your focus if you see what Peter sees?  Hold on to 

this; MUST have it firmly fixed before hit vv. 5ff. 

II. Glories of God’s Faithful Enablement  v. 4 

What involved w this calling—How far does it go? Calling Backed by what?  Precious and magnificent promises; 

once again, not just words, it’s words perceived--For by these—seems to refer to  glory and excellence—WHAT do 

we perceive?  Focus of all Christian living very tangible—precious and magnificent promises these words are not just 

words, but they are MEANS of 2 life identifiers 1. become partakers of the divine nature, where do we tend to focus 

when we look for God’s precious/magnificent promises?  Where should we focus if these promises result in evidences 

of effectual calling showing we share in the divine nature? Toward God who makes us secure, toward how He makes 

us secure, toward difference between the two kingdoms—See clue in end of verse; new identity separates us from the 

world, particularly 2. having escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust.  
Jeremiah 31:31–34 “Behold, days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah, 32 not like the covenant which I made with their fathers in the day I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of 

Egypt, My covenant which they broke, although I was a husband to them,” declares the LORD. 33 “But this is the covenant which I will make with the house of Israel after those days,” declares the LORD, “I will put My law within them and on their heart I will write it; and I will be 

their God, and they shall be My people. 34 “They will not teach again, each man his neighbor and each man his brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ for they will all know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them,” declares the LORD, “for I will forgive their iniquity, and their 

sin I will remember no more.”  

Ezekiel 36:25–27 “Then I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; I will cleanse you from all your filthiness and from all your idols. 26 “Moreover, I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; and I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give 

you a heart of flesh. 27 “I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will be careful to observe My ordinances.  

Romans 1:4, 16 who was declared the Son of God with power by the resurrection from the dead, according to the Spirit of holiness, Jesus Christ our Lord, 16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also 

to the Greek.  

Romans 8:4 so that the requirement of the Law might be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.  



Romans 9:21–26 Or does not the potter have a right over the clay, to make from the same lump one vessel for honorable use and another for common use? 22 What if God, although willing to demonstrate His wrath and to make His power known, endured with much patience vessels 

of wrath prepared for destruction? 23 And He did so to make known the riches of His glory upon vessels of mercy, which He prepared beforehand for glory, 24 even us, whom He also called, not from among Jews only, but also from among Gentiles. 25 As He says also in Hosea, “I 

WILL CALL THOSE WHO WERE NOT MY PEOPLE, ‘MY PEOPLE,’ AND HER WHO WAS NOT BELOVED, ‘BELOVED.’ ” 26 “AND IT SHALL BE THAT IN THE PLACE WHERE IT WAS SAID TO THEM, ‘YOU ARE NOT MY PEOPLE,’ THERE THEY SHALL BE CALLED SONS OF THE LIVING GOD.”  

1 Corinthians 1:9 God is faithful, through whom you were called into fellowship with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Galatians 1:15–16 But when God, who had set me apart even from my mother’s womb and called me through His grace, was pleased 16 to reveal His Son in me so that I might preach Him among the Gentiles, I did not immediately consult with flesh and blood,  

Galatians 6:7–8 Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he will also reap. 8 For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life.  

Colossians 3:10 and have put on the new self who is being renewed to a true knowledge according to the image of the One who created him—  

1 Thessalonians 2:12 so that you would walk in a manner worthy of the God who calls you into His own kingdom and glory.  

1 Thessalonians 5:24 Faithful is He who calls you, and He also will bring it to pass.  

1 Timothy 6:12 Fight the good fight of faith; take hold of the eternal life to which you were called, and you made the good confession in the presence of many witnesses.  

1 Timothy 6:17 Instruct those who are rich in this present world not to be conceited or to fix their hope on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly supplies us with all things to enjoy.  

2 Timothy 1:9 who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was granted us in Christ Jesus from all eternity,  

Titus 3:5–8 He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit, 6 whom He poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that being justified by His 

grace we would be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 8 This is a trustworthy statement; and concerning these things I want you to speak confidently, so that those who have believed God will be careful to engage in good deeds. These things are good and profitable for 

men.  

1 John 3:2–3 Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we will be. We know that when He appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as He is. 3 And everyone who has this hope fixed on Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.  

VERY important to see God as One providing ALL before come to next section vv. 5-9 – b/c in THESE verses, focus is where?  On you; in light of all these things, THIS God, 

THESE promises, THESE provisions for life/godliness, OUR focus should be on THESE qualities  --sum up these qualities (what do you feel, think of, what surrounds these) 


