
Nothing But the Truth 

Acts 21:37-22:29, Sunday AM, December 4, 2022 

Prelude –  Scripture: Acts 21:31-22:29 While they were seeking to kill him, a report came up to the commander of the Roman cohort that all Jerusalem was in confusion. 32 At once he took along some soldiers and centurions and ran down to them; and 

when they saw the commander and the soldiers, they stopped beating Paul. 33 Then the commander came up and took hold of him, and ordered him to be bound with two chains; and he began asking who he was and what he had done. 34 But among the crowd some were shouting one 

thing and some another, and when he could not find out the facts because of the uproar, he ordered him to be brought into the barracks. 35 When he got to the stairs, he was carried by the soldiers because of the violence of the mob; 36 for the multitude of the people kept following them, 

shouting, “Away with him!” As Paul was about to be brought into the barracks, he said to the commander, “May I say something to you?” And he said, “Do you know Greek? 38 “Then you are not the Egyptian who some time ago stirred up a revolt and led the four thousand men of the 

Assassins out into the wilderness?” 39 But Paul said, “I am a Jew of Tarsus in Cilicia, a citizen of no insignificant city; and I beg you, allow me to speak to the people.” 40 When he had given him permission, Paul, standing on the stairs, motioned to the people with his hand; and when 

there was a great hush, he spoke to them in the Hebrew dialect, saying, 1 “Brethren and fathers, hear my defense which I now offer to you.” 2 And when they heard that he was addressing them in the Hebrew dialect, they became even more quiet; and he said, 3 “I am a Jew, born in Tarsus 

of Cilicia, but brought up in this city, educated under Gamaliel, strictly according to the law of our fathers, being zealous for God just as you all are today. 4 “I persecuted this Way to the death, binding and putting both men and women into prisons, 5 as also the high priest and all the 

Council of the elders can testify. From them I also received letters to the brethren, and started off for Damascus in order to bring even those who were there to Jerusalem as prisoners to be punished. 6 “But it happened that as I was on my way, approaching Damascus about noontime, a 

very bright light suddenly flashed from heaven all around me, 7 and I fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to me, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?’ 8 “And I answered, ‘Who are You, Lord?’ And He said to me, ‘I am Jesus the Nazarene, whom you are persecuting.’ 9 “And 

those who were with me saw the light, to be sure, but did not understand the voice of the One who was speaking to me. 10 “And I said, ‘What shall I do, Lord?’ And the Lord said to me, ‘Get up and go on into Damascus, and there you will be told of all that has been appointed for you to 

do.’ 11 “But since I could not see because of the brightness of that light, I was led by the hand by those who were with me and came into Damascus. 12 “A certain Ananias, a man who was devout by the standard of the Law, and well spoken of by all the Jews who lived there, 13 came to 

me, and standing near said to me, ‘Brother Saul, receive your sight!’ And at that very time I looked up at him. 14 “And he said, ‘The God of our fathers has appointed you to know His will and to see the Righteous One and to hear an utterance from His mouth. 15 ‘For you will be a witness 

for Him to all men of what you have seen and heard. 16 ‘Now why do you delay? Get up and be baptized, and wash away your sins, calling on His name.’ 17 “It happened when I returned to Jerusalem and was praying in the temple, that I fell into a trance, 18 and I saw Him saying to me, 

‘Make haste, and get out of Jerusalem quickly, because they will not accept your testimony about Me.’ 19 “And I said, ‘Lord, they themselves understand that in one synagogue after another I used to imprison and beat those who believed in You. 20 ‘And when the blood of Your witness 

Stephen was being shed, I also was standing by approving, and watching out for the coats of those who were slaying him.’ 21 “And He said to me, ‘Go! For I will send you far away to the Gentiles.’ ” 22 They listened to him up to this statement, and then they raised their voices and said, 

“Away with such a fellow from the earth, for he should not be allowed to live!” 23 And as they were crying out and throwing off their cloaks and tossing dust into the air, 24 the commander ordered him to be brought into the barracks, stating that he should be examined by scourging so that 

he might find out the reason why they were shouting against him that way. 25 But when they stretched him out with thongs, Paul said to the centurion who was standing by, “Is it lawful for you to scourge a man who is a Roman and uncondemned?” 26 When the centurion heard this, he 

went to the commander and told him, saying, “What are you about to do? For this man is a Roman.” 27 The commander came and said to him, “Tell me, are you a Roman?” And he said, “Yes.” 28 The commander answered, “I acquired this citizenship with a large sum of money.” And 

Paul said, “But I was actually born a citizen.” 29 Therefore those who were about to examine him immediately let go of him; and the commander also was afraid when he found out that he was a Roman, and because he had put him in chains.  

Wow!  So much for seeking to keep the peace between the Jewish and Gentile believers.  A riot is an understatement as they 

spread “news” that this great Saul/Paul teaches against the law, the Jewish people, and the temple AND has dishonored the temple 

by bringing Greeks into the temple.  Because this is “TRUTH,” their holy indignation leads to dragging Paul from the temple to 

kill him, stopped in the middle of beating him only because of a Roman commander and a couple of centurions and their soldiers. 

But he still is placed in chains though they can’t get an answer concerning his “crime” because of the mob, so out of control that 

Paul is carried to the safety of the barracks.  And what does Paul do?  He asks the commander for permission to defend himself 

before the angry, violent mob!  Is this bravery OR craziness?  Look farther—look higher.  What drives Paul? Where is he 

looking?  Start with his mission—He was commissioned to proclaim the gospel, to bear Christ’s name “before the Gentiles and kings 

and the sons of Israel.” (Acts 9:15)  But why is Paul so determined even in the face of a hostile audience?  Among other reasons, because of 

the God who pursued him while he was breathing out murderous threats against followers of Jesus.  Now, having been confronted, 

brought low, brought near, and recommissioned, he follows in His Master’s steps with the heart of the Master for dangerous lost 

souls.  For you to glorify God as you listen and apply today, you too must have had a meeting with God and then continuously live 

the final verse of this familiar hymn, “Rise, the woman’s conquering seed, Bruise in us the serpent’s head. Adam’s likeness now efface, 

Stamp Thine image in its place.” Because of Jesus, the 2nd Adam from above, He can reinstate you in His love.  THIS God who is 

both able and willing to do this impossible work is glorious and is the only One able to give life and diligence to fulfill the mission 

even under the pressure we hear today.  Glory to the newborn King! 

*Hymn #93 (Red): Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

And what does Paul give in his defense to this angry mob?  His testimony.  For all Paul’s pedigree, upbringing, and fear of God, 

he didn’t see Jesus as the promised Messiah, the Son of God.  But Jesus WAS this, revealing so much more about our great God.  

Paul calls them to look again and behold their God.  Meditate on the incarnation and worship.   

*Hymn (Powerpoint):  Who Would Have Dreamed 

*Pastoral Prayer: Pastor Jahn  Choir:  What Kind of Greatness     Scripture: Psalm 112 Praise the LORD! How blessed is the man who fears the LORD, Who greatly 

delights in His commandments. 2 His descendants will be mighty on earth; The generation of the upright will be blessed. 3 Wealth and riches are in his house, And his righteousness endures forever. 4 Light arises in the darkness for the 

upright; He is gracious and compassionate and righteous. 5 It is well with the man who is gracious and lends; He will maintain his cause in judgment. 6 For he will never be shaken; The righteous will be remembered forever. 7 He will not 

fear evil tidings; His heart is steadfast, trusting in the LORD. 8 His heart is upheld, he will not fear, Until he looks with satisfaction on his adversaries. 9 He has given freely to the poor, His righteousness endures forever; His horn will be 

exalted in honor. 10 The wicked will see it and be vexed, He will gnash his teeth and melt away; The desire of the wicked will perish.  

Offering:    *Doxology: 

Blessed is WHOM according to our reading? The one who fears the Lord—how does this show?  In the one who greatly delights in 

His commandments.  This means that God’s commands are not only trustworthy, but good and therefore worth following and 

sharing with others.  Paul was told THIS was his mission.  15 ‘For you will be a witness for Him to all men of what you have seen and heard. 

So today, he tells it, from his fear of acceptance among the Jewish Christians he had persecuted to God’s call to go to the Gentiles, 

all pointing to the glorious nature of the One who called him.  Sing this next hymn and marvel with the choir—What kind of 

Greatness!  He is Lord of All!  This is not just an opinion, it’s heaven’s truth!  So what else can you do but kneel and worship 

Him—your whole life an offering.  

*Hymn #168:  Who Is He in Yonder Stall?            

Message: Nothing but the Truth Acts 21:37-22:29 

*Hymn #185: When I Survey the Wondrous Cross    

The Lord’s Table 

When you value someone, something, you don’t just say it, you study it.  The world, the flesh, and the devil will take your mind 

and heart everywhere else this season beyond the glory of the incarnation.  Read it, sing it, meditate on it in every way possible 

showing honor to God’s gift to us. 

*Hymn (Powerpoint):  When Love Came Down to Earth                        Prayer  


